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Synopsis

From the yo-yo to the hula hoop to the FrisbeeA A®, SlinkyA A®, BarbieA A®, and so many more,
the classic toys honored in the National Toy Hall of Fame bridge all generations with the most basic
of joyous endeavors: play!Regardless of oneA¢a -4,¢s age, this book will hold a special place in
everyoneA¢a -a,¢s heart, as the toys inside not only bring back happy memories for the older
generations, but they are still being enjoyed today.This deluxe package is a vibrant celebration of
AmericaA¢a -4,¢s favorite playthings, brimming with exciting color photography and delightful text

that capture the essence and evolution of our countryA¢a -4,¢s most beloved toys.
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Customer Reviews

Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, October 21, 2009 "Curator Scott Eberle writes lively histories of
the toys, photographed in whimsical poses." Dallas Morning News, December 7, 2009 "Kids will
love thumbing through this one, but they’ll no doubt have to pry it out of the hands of their rapt
parents first. The book is sure to evoke lots of boomer-generation childhood memories, and might
even coax a 21st-century tot into wanting something as archaic as, say, a Raggedy Ann doll or a
Hula Hoop. The text displays a nice sense of humor and irony. For instance: 'The bubble-cut Barbie
that appeared in 1961 softened the doll's look by replacing the tight Teutonic ponytail. When Barbie
parted her hair on the side, she seemed more casual and less severe, more Fresno and less
Frankfurt.”" Ann Strainchamps, Wisconsin Public Radio, December 4, 2009 A¢a -A“One of the best
coffee table books of the year.A¢a —A+ Babble.com A¢a -A“Get it for you, then share the stories

with the kids.A¢a —A« The Journal-Register, December 10, 2009 A¢a -A“Nostalgia, history,



sociology Ag¢a -4 « this book covers all of the imaginable bases that are involved with play.
EberleA¢a —a,¢s work makes for a truly tremendous toy story.A¢a -A- The Washington Post,
December 24, 2009 "A¢a -AwonderfulA¢a -A[There’s no doubt that "Classic Toys" will entice
even the most hard-nosed Scrooge or hardhearted Grinch to waste a lot of valuable, billable time
simply smiling over pictures of Radio Flyer wagons, wooden rocking horses and fancy Duncan
yo-yos. Those of a more sentimental nature may simply find themselves aching with nostalgia. But
the pictures are only half the story here. Don’t neglect Scott G. Eberle’s fact-filled

essaysA¢a -ABecause of Eberle’s sharply written text, "Classic Toys" isn’t just a sentimental
journey into childhood: It's also a work of incisive cultural commentary and a pleasure to read." The
Commercial Dispatch, February 5, 2010 A¢a -A“A¢a -Aja big, colorful book that is bound to bring
you a happy sense of nostalgiaA¢a -A\|.this book is so delightfulA¢a -A[This is a book about a

subject that all of us love, and it is colorful, informative, and (pardon) playful.A¢a -As

Scott G. Eberle is Vice President for Interpretation at Strong National Museum of Play. He has
developed numerous exhibitions on toys and play, and has written extensively on these topics. He
holds a doctorate in Cultural History from the University at Buffalo, and is also the author of several
works on American cultural history. He lives in Rochester, NY.The Strong National Museum of Play
in Rochester, NY, is one of the nationA¢a -a,¢s largest history museums, an affiliate of The
Smithsonian, holder of the most comprehensive toy collection in the U.S., and home of the National
Toy Hall of Fame, whose annual November induction ceremony is seen by 50 million people via
widespread national and local television media coverage. Visit them on the web:

www.strongmuseum.org

This is a book worthy of the magnificent toys it describes -- just the kind of thing you want to find
under the tree on Christmas morning. | used a Christmas-given gift certificate to buy my copy, and
the only thing better would have been if I'd been able to curl up with it on Christmas day.Considered
as a play object, the book is large, handsome, sturdy, and filled with lavish color illustrations.Indeed,
the book is a nostalgia device: just try to read it without traveling back in time to the most idyllic play
experiences of your youth. But it's more than that; it goes well beyond just being informative to
being genuinely insightful. Thus, you learn not only the history of each toy, but *why* each toy
became such a classic, and how it has captivated and exercised the minds of children through the
years. As myself the father of a young girl, it was wonderful to learn more about what she is really

doing when she plays.As the book says, a child loves his/her play not because it's easy but



because it’s hard. The child mind often learns best by coupling the physical action of the hands with
the developing conceptual thinking of the conscious mind. No wonder so many children love the
physical reinforcement of Play-Doh, silly putty, and alphabet blocks.Some of the toys described here
were developed by adults with specific developmental agendas in mind -- like the erector set, the
Lincoln logs and Candyland. Others become beloved because kids instinctively knew how to play
with things adults themselves would not have seen as instructive playthings -- such as the
cardboard box and the humble stick.l loved many of the chapters in this book, but I'll single out a
few here for praise: The chapter on Candyland is deeply moving, as it was created during the era of
children’s polio, a way for housebound, quarantined children to find joy. I'll never look at that box
cover -- with its kindly legend of "A sweet little game for sweet little folks" -- quite the same way
again.l also especially loved the chapter on the jack-in-the-box, covering the history of superstitions,
rhymes, and self-scaring devices that evolved into the irresistibly unsettling surprise of a toy.The
chapter on the jump-rope is also wonderfully insightful -- reminding us of the rhyming chants and
creative cooperative games engendered by the fertile minds of young girls, lending a creative
aspect to the play that the object itself seems hardly capable of furnishing.Other chapters reminded
me of the unique qualities of specific toys: for example, the induplicable aroma of Play-Doh, and the
wondrously rugged functional detail of the Tonka truck.All hail the creators of these magnificent
toys, and all they’ve done to enrich our lives. And spare a cheer for the creators of this terrific book

as well.

I’'m a 50-something, and a large fraction of these toys lived in my house growing up. A chance to
re-live the memories of play time and learn something about the origin and history of "my toys" is
proving to be really great fun. It's not the kind of book that you sit down and read cover to cover, but
rather leave it out in a convenient place and pick it up to leaf through a few pages that catch your
fancy at odd moments during the week. | guess that makes it the proverbial "coffee table" book, but

one which comes with a much more personal connection than most.

This is an excellent reference for any toy collector. | have been collecting a variety of toys for awhile
and | did not not that the toys | was collecting, were in the Toy Hall of Fame. | have conversations
with places where | buy these toys, and they are amazed. | love this nice reference book. Check out

one of these products inducted into the Toy Hall of Fame:Slinky Hall of Fame Toy Pack

As a school librarian, I've been putting together a collection of books for my 6th graders to use for a



research paper on toys. This is a great addition! Very interesting and informative, with great pictures
and information. | would recommend this for any collector or historian with an interest in classic toys

and their histories, as well. A fascinating book!

Went to the National Toy Hall of Fame and just loved it and discovered that they didn’t sell the book
in the gift shop but was really glad to discover that .com had it. Purchased it for my husband and he

really loves it! Very satisfied!

great sale! thank you!

For anyone who would like a history lesson about your favorite things as a child listed in one book.
Would recommend it to the those who are still a child at heart. It brings back so many wonderful

memories of days gone by.

nice book to read and look through.great memories
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